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A warm welcome to our Parish Eucharist   

Sunday 25th April 2021 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

Our service is being live streamed to YouTube  
 

Rev’d Sean Semple will preside, Rev’d Tiffany Jackson will preach and be our 
deacon.  
 

The Setting is Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
All   and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Words of Welcome are offered by the President.  
 

Introit hymn   291  

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the Head and corner-stone, 
chosen of the Lord and precious, 
binding all the Church in one, 
Holy Sion's help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 
 
All that dedicated city, 
dearly loved of God on high, 
in exultant jubilation 
pours perpetual melody, 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJey2DNqqIAVHDOl-MrfG1A/videos
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God the One in Three adoring 
in glad hymns eternally. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, 
laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever Three, and ever One, 
consubstantial, co-eternal, 
while unending ages run. 

John Mason Neale  
 
 

Prayers of Penitence 

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil 
and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

All   Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

Absolution 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria 
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The Collect 
Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 

 

The Liturgy of the Word  
First Reading  Acts 4.5-12   Read by Judith Landau  
 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 
they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we 
are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick 
and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and 
to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead. This Jesus is 
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.” 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord  
All Thanks be to God   

 

Gradual  792  
The God of love my shepherd is, 
and he that doth me feed; 
while he is mine and I am his, 
what can I want or need? 
 
He leads me to the tender grass, 
where I both feed and rest; 
then to the streams that gently pass: 
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in both I have the best. 
 
Or if I stray, he doth convert, 
and bring my mind in frame, 
and all this not for my desert, 
but for his holy name. 
 
Yea, in death's shady black abode 
well may I walk, not fear; 
for thou art with me, and thy rod 
to guide, thy staff to bear. 
 
Surely thy sweet and wondrous love 
shall measure all my days; 
and, as it never shall remove 
so neither shall my praise. 

George Herbert, based on Psalm 23 
 

The Gospel – John 10.11-18 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired 
hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 
my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay 
down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 
flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 
my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up 
again. I have received this command from my Father.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
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The Sermon   
     
The Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession   Led by Andrew Chalmers 

The response to 'Lord we pray' is 'Fill us with Faith, Hope and Love' 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 

The Peace  
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you: 
All   and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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You might like to use the chat to exchange The Peace with others in their 
homes. 

 
The Offertory  
We now come to our offertory. This is a time to thank God for his provision as well 
as give back to God and his work. You can give even if you are not able to attend 
church in the following ways: 

 through the Parish Giving Scheme, details at 
rossparishes.uk/giving 

 by scanning this QR code 

 use the PayPal donate button on the address above 

 use the PayPal Giving Fund button on Facebook 

 sending your offering to the church office or 
dropping it off there during your daily exercise walk.  

 by dropping it in the offerings box by the north door of the church which 
remains open during the lockdown 

If you pay tax in the UK, please complete a Gift Aid form (online – address above, 
or on paper) so that we can add 25% to your gift at no cost to you. 
 

Hymn  671  
I will sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me, 
how he left the realms of glory 
for the cross on Calvary. 
Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me - 
sing it with his saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 
 
I was lost but Jesus found me, 
found the sheep that went astray, 
raised me up and gently led me 
back into the narrow way. 
Days of darkness still may meet me, 
sorrow’s path I oft may tread; 
but his presence still is with me, 
by his guiding hand I’m led. 
 
He will keep me till the river 
rolls its waters at my feet: 
then he'll bear me safely over, 

https://rossparishes.uk/giving
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made by grace for glory meet. 
Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me -  
sing it with his saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 

Francis Harold Rowley 

 
Offertory Prayer 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we have heard is true. 
When you break bread 
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us, 
that we may bring light to your world. Amen. 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

 
The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Living God, Father of light, 
hope of nations, friend of sinners, 
builder of the city that is to come: 
your love is made visible in Jesus Christ, 
you bring home the lost, restore the sinner 
and give dignity to the despised. 
In the face of Jesus Christ 
Your light shines out. 
 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
Sanctus and Benedictus 
 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
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you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
 

Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 

On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, 
heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with St. Mary, St. Michael’s and All Angels, and all your saints  
at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All   Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Believing the promises of God, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread  
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Spiritual Communion 
 All  Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

May all that is you flow into me. 
May your body and blood be my food and drink. 
May your passion and death be my strength and life. 
Jesus, with you by my side enough has been given. 
May the shelter I seek be the shadow of your cross. 
Let me not run from the love which you offer 
but hold me safe from the forces of evil.  
On each of my dyings shed your light and your love. 
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Keep calling to me until that day comes 
when with your saints, I may praise you for ever. Amen.  

 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
Agnus Dei 
 
Anthem   I give to you a new commandment – Peter Nardone 

 

I give to you a new commandment, that you love one another, as I have 
loved you. 
 
Ubi caritas est vera, Deus ibi est. Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 
Exsultemus et in ipso jucundemur. Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum. Et 
ex corde diligamus nos sincero. 
 
[Where charity is true, God is there. The love of Christ has gathered us 
into one. Let us rejoice and be glad in him. Let us fear and love the living 
God. And from a sincere heart let us love one another.] 
 
Amen. 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Living God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 
open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Post Communion Hymn   635  
For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 
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Lead us forward into freedom, 
from despair your world release, 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness, 
fear will die and hope increase. 
 
All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life's brief span. 
 
You, Creator-God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness, 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 
        Fred Khan 

 
The Notices for the Week 
Please see our newsletter and website for up-to-date parish news and 
notices. rossparishes.uk 

 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 

May Christ, 
who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 
fill you with his new life; 
And the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us today!  

http://www.rossparishes.uk/
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May the faith, the hope and the love of Christ inspire and guide your life  
in the week ahead. 
 
Virtual coffee follows immediately after this service - an opportunity for 
socialising in a safe way from your own home. Do join us.  
You will find the link at rossparishes.uk/digital-services  
 
If you would like to give thanks for God’s provision as well as give back to God’s 
work, you can give even if you are not able to attend church: 

 through the Parish Giving Scheme, details at rossparishes.uk/giving 

 by scanning this QR code 

 use the PayPal donate button on the address above 

 use the PayPal Giving Fund button on Facebook 

 sending your offering to the church office or dropping it off 
there during your daily exercise walk.  

 by dropping it in the offerings box by the north door of the 
church which remains open during the lockdown 

However you give, if you pay tax in the UK, please complete a Gift Aid form 
(online – address above, or on paper) so that we can add 25% to your gift at no 
cost to you. 
 

Our services next week  
 

Thursday 29th April 
10am  Live-streamed Eucharist at St Mary’s 
 
Sunday 2nd May 
8am   Live-streamed BCP Service at St Mary’s 
9.30am Live-streamed Benefice Eucharist from St Mary’s 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist - Walford 
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