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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

For the year ending 31 December 2024 

 

Aim and purposes  

St Mary’s Parochial Church Council (PCC) had the responsibility of cooperating with the incumbent, 

The Reverend Sean Semple, in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish, the whole mission of the church, 

pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.   

The PCC also had the responsibility for the maintenance and development of the church building and 

St Mary’s Church Hall.    

 

Objectives and activities  

The PCC is committed to fulfilling the discerned vision of inspiring faith, hope, and love inclusively and 

intergenerationally in Ross-on-Wye. Our services and worship put faith into practice through prayer and 

Scripture, music and sacrament. 

When planning our activities for the year, we have considered the Charity Commission’s guidance on 

public benefit and, in particular, the supplementary guidance on charities for the advancement of 

religion. In particular, we try to enable parishioners to live out their faith as part of our parish community 

through: 

•       Worship and prayer; learning about the gospel; developing their knowledge and trust in Jesus 

•        Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish  

•        Mission and outreach work.  

To facilitate this work, it is important that we maintain the fabric of the church of St Mary’s and St Mary’s 

Church Hall. We continue to carry out some of our work on-line, enabling us to reach people well beyond 

the parish of Ross-on-Wye. 

 

Achievements and performance  

The PCC has considered the need to extend the range of services during the week and over the course 

of the year that our community find both beneficial and spiritually fulfilling. The Thursday morning 

Eucharist plays an important role but our main efforts have been towards encouraging more young 

people to become part of the community at St Mary’s. 

All are welcome to attend our regular services and the PCC is grateful to the Ministry Team for their 

work in the services that are offered and for the additional opportunities that are offered by way of Lent 

and Advent courses. The two regular Bible Study groups now meet in homes, an online prayer group 

meets regularly and the online daily morning prayer continues.  

The Rector is an NHS Chaplain responsible for Ross Community Hospital and he was on continuous 

call in this role as well as being responsible for weekly ward rounds until his departure in April. This 

responsibility has been shared with volunteers, including Dr Derek Glover.  
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The Rector was also Chaplain to the Royal British Legion in Ross and Districts, a role now being carried 

out by Canon Freda Davies.  

Toast and Toddle, and work with schools have continued and while Messy Church (2-11) stopped in the 

summer, Kids Club (A Sunday School) has continued on a regular basis. The weekly youth choir 

continues to draw youngsters from Year 2 right through to Year 9. It now joins the adult choir for part of 

its rehearsal and sings twice a month in the Parish Eucharist and at special services such as Carol 

Services.  GROW (11-18) is well establishes, meeting once a month on a Sunday following the eucharist 

and includes a lunch. The emphasis is on discovering faith for those interested rather than a general 

youth group. 

Our ministry to retirement and nursing homes has grown to cover 5 sites, and a ministry to people with 

dementia has been established. St Mary’s is both a Dementia Friendly and a Bereavement Friendly 

Church and has a monthly Bereavement Group known as “Just B” which has also experienced growth 

in attendance during the year.  

A fortnightly Craft Group provides a craft-focused time of fellowship.  

The church electoral roll is renewed every six years and the last one was in 2019. There are currently 

142 parishioners on the roll, a large proportion of whom are resident within the parish. One name was 

removed through death during the year. 

There is a rota of volunteers to visit all who are sick or unable to get out for any other reason and to 

keep them in touch with church life. Telephone contact has been maintained by members of the Ministry 

Team and volunteers with older and vulnerable parishioners. Seven members of the congregation have 

been licenced as Lay Pastoral Visitors, Lay Worship Leaders or Lay Missioners. 

 

Accreditations 

St Mary’s church is a Fairtrade Church, a Bereavement Friendly Church, an Inclusive Church, an Eco 

Church (Arocha silver award) and a Dementia Friendly Church. 

 

Church building improvements 

Further improvements were made to the sound system with additional speakers which has greatly 

enhanced it. The large screen and projector, installed in 2023 continue to be well used for both church 

services and other events.  

A new, larger, oak platform has been installed between the nave and the chancel, giving greater 

flexibility, particularly when several people need to be on the platform. The nave altar stands on it and 

again, there is more room for the officiants at Eucharist services. 

Following the replacement of all high-level LED lighting, some of the original lights have been reused 

to provide effective highlighting of some of the architectural features of the building.  
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St Mary’s Hall 

The hall continues to be in regular use with paid bookings. It is managed by the St Mary’s Church Hall 

Committee on behalf of the PCC. Two tenants have continued to occupy much of the first floor, with one 

room being retained for church use.  

A Community Larder (Food Bank) and drop in café (known as “Tea and Toast”) is operated from St 

Mary’s Hall in collaboration with Churches Together in Ross and District.  

 

Deanery Synod  

Three members sat on the Deanery Synod. The Deanery Synod provides the PCC with an important 

link between the parish and the wider structures of the Church.  

 

Grant making policy 

The PCC have a policy of making donations of 5% of the income from other unrestricted giving including 

Gift Aid receipts under a pattern of regular giving or otherwise. The donations are made in support of 

both UK and overseas charities under the recommendation of either members of the PCC or the 

congregation of the church rather than in response to any applications made to the PCC.    

 

Ecumenical relationships  

The church is a member of Churches Together in Ross-on-Wye.   

 

Volunteers  

We would like to thank all the volunteers who give their time in whatever way towards the work of our 

church. 

 

Financial review  

Total receipts on unrestricted funds were £19,9849.49 of which £7,4639.65 was unrestricted planned 

voluntary donations, and a further £18,362.69 was from income tax recovery on Gift Aid. Due to the 

recent enforced change of Gift Aid secretary some claims for this year have been delayed. Our 

membership of the Parish Giving Scheme continues to help with the collection of tax repayments and 

remains a valuable aid to the management of regular giving. Electronic giving via the card readers in 

church continues to increase. 

During the year legacies totalling £12,534.37 together with grants of £27,489.11 for restricted funds 

were received . The largest of these was from the Friends of St Mary’s towards the cost of the new nave 

platform. 

The freehold house at 3 Redwood Close, Ross-on-Wye remails tenanted in the absence of a curate. 

Our regular fundraising activities have continued to be successful producing a net contribution of 

£15,235.21 to church funds. The 100 Club remains a good source of income, albeit there is still room 

for more members.  



THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL 
PARISH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, ROSS-ON-WYE 
Registered Charity No.: 1163776 

 
 

6 
 

Net movement of unrestricted funds was a deficit of £1,741.51 and there was an increase in designated 

funds of £5799.90 and of restricted funds of £47919.33. This included £40,998.61 for the Life Link 

Chaplain project. 

 

 

Investment Funds 

The value of investments as at 31 December 2023 were: 

 Colwell Churchyard Bequest Fund  £3,167.81 

 Hannah Purchas Bequest Fund   £25,712.44 

 Hannah Purchas for the Poor Fund  £7466.62 

 

Reserves policy  

It is PCC policy to try to maintain a balance on free reserves (net current assets) at a level which ensures 

the continued operation of the church and building.  In time we anticipate that a necessary reserve of 

approximately six months unrestricted payments will need to be maintained. This would be equivalent 

to £85,000. It would be held to smooth out fluctuations in cash flow and to meet emergencies and the 

PCC will decide the position taking into account the annual deficit with which we may be faced.  

It is our policy to invest the short-term investment fund balances with the CCLA Church of England 

Deposit Fund, and the remainder in the CCLA Church of England Investment Fund. The investments 

are shown as valued as at 31 December 2024 and during the year the value has increased by £730.29. 

The investment policy of the PCC has remained unchanged during the year. 

 

Structure, governance and management  

The Parochial Church Council is a corporate body established by the Church of England. The PCC 

operates under the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure. The PCC is a Registered Charity.  

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. At St 

Mary’s the membership of the PCC consists of the Incumbent (our Rector), Licensed Clergy, including 

House for Duty Priests when in post, Churchwardens, the Readers and members elected by those 

members of the congregation who are on the Electoral Roll of the church. All those who attend our 

services/members of the congregation are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for 

election to the PCC.  

The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and 

importance to the parish, including deciding on how the funds of the PCC are to be spent.  The full PCC 

met seven times during the year (Including one extraordinary meeting) with a very good average level 

of attendance. 

 

Administrative information  

St. Mary’s Church is situated off the High Street between Church Street and St Mary’s Street in Ross-

on-Wye, postcode HR9 5HD. It is part of the Diocese of Hereford within the Church of England.  

The correspondence address is The Benefice Office, The Rectory, Church Street, Ross-on-Wye, HR9 

5HN.  

Registered charity number 1163776.  
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PCC members who have served between 1 January 2023 until the date this report was approved are:  

Rector and Chair           The Revd Sean Semple (until April 2024) 

Licensed Clergy The Revd Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 

Readers Canon Freda Davies 

Churchwardens Mr Bryan Jones  

Mr Mark Sanderson  

Vice Chair Mr Peter Reynolds 

Treasurer Mr Roy Milnes 

Deanery Synod Representatives Mr Mark Sanderson   

                                                             Mr Gerald Altree  

 Mrs Rachel Lewis  

Elected members Mrs Jean Brown (from 21st May 2024) 

 Mr Paul Cummings  

 Mr Philip Dazeley (until 21st May 2024) 

 Mr Michael Donovan  

 Mr Paul Eward (until 4th September 2024) 

 Mr Julian Hallett 

 Mr Hugh James (from 21st May 2024) 

 Mrs Melanie Mellor 

 Mrs Anne Morris 

 Mr Peter Reynolds  

 Mrs Jane Rothery (from 21st May 2024) 

 Mrs Rosie Winyard   

Secretary Mrs Rachel Lewis 

Bankers: 

National Westminster Bank, 12 Broad Street, Hereford, HR4 9AH 

The Co-operative Bank, P.O. Box 250, Skelmersdale, Lancashire WN8 6WT 
 


































